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Unit Title: WORLD WAR ONE Learning objectives:  
Recognizing Cause and Effect/Consequences  
Awareness raising’ of perspectives and interpretations of history, 
why they exist, etc./Why are there differences of interpretation 
‘Awareness raising’ of the context and complexities of history 
Practical skills – Analysis and evaluation of different types of 
evidence [eg visual, primary, secondary, etc.] 
‘Beginnings of work on Historiography/Constructing an essay 
Concepts and knowledge  
Causes and results/outcomes of this war  Types of war/Technology 
of WW1/Political/Social/Economic impact of WW1 

 
   

         
      

 
        

Duration: 11 weeks (Term 1 week 3-6)                                       

Approach 
Teaching/ learning activities 

1. Brainstorming 
2. Teacher explanation  
3. Mind mapping 
4. Small group presentations [ie students representing individual countries and reasons for being in WWI] 
5. Class discussion 
6. Documentary – ‘The Killing Fields’ 
7. Lots of visual images – WWI photos, propaganda posters, political cartoons, maps, etc. 
8. Readings from the text  ‘EUROPE’, Chapter 6 
9. Readings from books containing supplemental materials [maps, readings, propaganda cartoons, etc.] 

 
 
Considerations 

Guiding Question:   
Learner Profile :Inquirers Knowledgeable  Thinkers Communicators Reflective 

. 
TOK:   Whose ‘story’ do we get in our study of history?   Whose history do we study? 
Does the study of history widen our know ledge of human nature? 
Why do accounts of the same historical event differ?  What determines how historians select evidence and describe/interpret or analyze events? 

 
 
 

Assumed key prior learning:  If the student has attended GJIS, then 
he/she will have had no formal classroom exposure to WWI 
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Assessment 
Assessment of content: Topic test 
 
Assessment of skills: Essay – Why we have different 

perspectives about the causes of World War One? 
 
Examination in November has an ‘official’  Paper Two question 

on it about WWI  

Resources (in the server) 
 
PowerPoint Presentations 
World War One Visuals  [maps, propaganda posters, political 
cartoons, photos] 
Worksheets 
 
AV 
Documentary – ‘The Killing Fields’ 
Power Point visuals [maps, propaganda posters, photographic 
evidence of trench warfare 
 
Books& Notes 
 
Text – ‘Europe  1870-1991’ by  Terry Morris and Derrick 
Murphy 
 
Two booklets of supplemental materials, including maps, 
cartoons, readings.  One of the two booklets is specifically 
about the Homefront in Britain and Germany 

 
Reflection/Review 
Great topic!  There is LOTS for the students to take in, and it is 
a great way to get into what an IB Diploma course expects.  
The scope of ‘war’ is huge, and it is good to see how the 
students go way past the ‘Bang Bang!’ aspect of war.  Visual 
Arts students especially like the propaganda posters.  
Complexities and perspectives come through loud and clear.  
For those students who have trouble with the information 
aspect, which is just the ‘starting point’, none of this is easy. 
 
 
 
 
 


