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MYP UNIT PLANNER 2008/2009 

Subject: Language B Advanced (English) Year 7 

Unit Title: Adventures 

Teacher/s: Pak Marc 

Term 1 Week:  Duration:  11 weeks 

 

Area of Interaction Focus:  Significant Concept(s) 
Which AOI will be your focus?  Why have 
you chosen this?  

What are the big ideas?  What do I want my 
students to retain for years into the future? 

Health and Social Education 
Authors make poetry and prose 

about Adventures to teach us about 
human nature.  

 
Adventures can teach us about 
ourselves and other people. 

 

 MYP Unit Question  

 

What can Adventures teach us about 
people? 

 
 

Assessment: 
What task(s) will allow students the opportunity to respond to the unit question? 
What will constitute acceptable evidence of understanding?  How will the students show what they have 
understood? 
Reading- in class and set HW tasks includes reading aloud. 
Writing formative-  

• Short answer and research (individual and group) tasks, including creative writing taken from the 
abridged text of Treasure Island by R.L. Stevenson. 

Writing summative- 
• How did the author employ creative writing techniques to communicate his ideas about the plot, 

characters and adventures in Treasure Island? 
• Write a letter to your parents describing the novel and your opinions about it. 
• Write a creative piece of (350-400 words) about an adventure. You may be one of the characters if you 

like. 
Speaking and Listening formative- 

• Participation in reading and discussion of the text and support material. 
Speaking and Listening summative- 

• Student must contribute to speaking and discussion task based on the video presentation of Treasure 
Island.  

• After collaboration with a partner, make a PowerPoint presentation about ‘Pirates’ or ‘Adventures’. 
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• Ongoing assessment of contributions to class discussions, formal and informal, using appropriate and 
correct language. 

 

Which specific MYP objectives will be addressed during this unit? 
From document MYP Objectives for years 1, 3 and 5 of the Middle Years Programme 
At the end of the course students should be able use level appropriate language to: 

o communicate information, ideas and opinions 
o demonstrate comprehension of specific factual information and attitudes, expressed in spoken 

and written contexts 
o identify main ideas and supporting details and draw conclusions from spoken and written texts 
o understand and appropriately use structures and vocabulary 
o request and provide information in both spoken and written contexts 
o engage actively in oral production using comprehensible pronunciation and intonation 
o take part in formal and informal communications. 
o use level appropriate language skills to communicate information, ideas and opinions. 
o demonstrate level appropriate comprehension of specific factual information and attitudes, 

expressed in spoken and written contexts. 
o identify main ideas and supporting details and draw conclusions from spoken and written texts. 
o understand and use structures and vocabulary with level appropriate skill. 
o employ level appropriate language to request and provide information in both spoken and 

written contexts. 
o engage actively in oral production using comprehensible pronunciation and intonation. 
o take part in level appropriate formal and informal exchanges related to the areas of interaction 

and to some cultural or  international issues. 
 

Which MYP Criteria will be used? 
Assessment criteria: Language B Advanced. 
 
Criterion A: Oral communication------message and interaction 
Criterion B: Oral communication------style and language use 
Criterion C: Writing------message and organization 
Criterion D: Writing------style and language use 
Criterion E: Text interpretation 
 

Content: 
What knowledge and/or skills (from my course overview) are going to be used to enable the student to respond 
to the guiding question?  What (if any) local standards/skills are to be addressed? 
While this unit is scheduled to run over 11 weeks, it will be taught for only 60% of the time, with one to one and 
a half periods per week being devoted to a combination of Vocabulary building skills, Reading, Speaking and 
Listening activities and Reading Lab sessions and/or Reading Plus sessions. 
 
The Knowledge and Skills covered include- Textual analysis, Reading for knowledge, Interpretation of Text 
skills, Writing skills including the drafting of writing, Creative writing skills, Oral communication and 
Presentation skills. 
 
Approaches to Learning 
How will this unit contribute to the overall development of subject-specific and general ATL skills? 
Taken from the following- 
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Organization 
 Time management------including using time effectively in class, keeping to deadlines self-management------including 
personal goal setting, organization of learning materials 
Collaboration 
Working in groups------including delegating and taking responsibility, adapting to roles, resolving group conflicts, 
demonstrating teamwork accepting others------including analyzing others’ ideas, respecting others’ points of view, 
using ideas critically personal challenges------including respecting cultural differences, negotiating goals and 
limitations with peers and with teachers 
Communication  
Literacy------including reading strategies, using and interpreting a range of content-specific terminology being 
informed------including the use of a variety of media informing others------including presentation skills using a variety 
of media 
Information literacy 
Accessing information------including researching from a variety of sources using a range of technologies, identifying 
primary and secondary sources selecting and organizing information------ including identifying points of view, bias 
and weaknesses, using primary and secondary sources, making connections between a variety of resources 
referencing------including the use of citing, footnotes and referencing of sources, respecting the concept of 
intellectual property rights 
Reflection  
Self-awareness------including seeking out positive criticism, reflecting on areas of perceived limitation self-
evaluation------including the keeping of learning journals and portfolios, reflecting at different stages in the learning 
process 
Thinking  
Generating ideas------including the use of brainstorming planning------including storyboarding and outlining a plan 
inquiring------including questioning and challenging information and arguments, developing questions, using the 
inquiry cycle applying knowledge and concepts------ including logical progression of arguments identifying 
problems------including deductive reasoning, evaluating solutions to problems creating novel solutions------including 
the combination of critical and creative strategies, considering a problem from multiple perspectives 
Transfer  
Making connections------including using knowledge, understanding and skills across subjects to create products or 
solutions, applying skills and knowledge in unfamiliar situations inquiring in different contexts------including 
changing the context of an inquiry to gain various perspectives. 
 

SGJ Learner Profile 
How will this unit contribute to the overall development of the Expected Schoolwide Learning Results (ESLRs)?  
Which ESLRs will be incorporated in the unit and how will they be assessed? 

Problem Solvers 
 
Effective Communicators 
 

Students will look at the adventures of characters and through empathy, consider effective strategies to overcome 
the ‘problems’ faced by characters. 
 
The ‘Effective Communicators’ ESLR is essential to all English units, whether Language A or B. 
The ‘Problem Solvers’ ESLR is assessed using student workbook entries which speculate about Jim Hawkins 
and his problems in dealing with the pirates.  Students will also do a PowerPoint presentation about Adventures, 
with part of that requiring they tell us what problems they had and how they were resolved. 
Assessment will be by classroom observation, student participation in and contribution to discussions, writing 
that indicates students’ understanding of the Significant concept and the ability to draw reasonable conclusions 
about the ideas suggested in the Unit question. 
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Learning Experiences Teaching Strategies 
How will students know what is expected of them?  
Will they see examples, rubrics, templates etc? 
How will students acquire the knowledge and 
practise the skills required?  How will they practise 
applying these? 
Do the students have enough prior knowledge? 

How will we use formative assessment to give students 
feedback during the unit? 
What different teaching methodologies will we employ? 
How are we differentiating teaching and learning for all?  
Have we considered those learning in a language other 
than their mother tongue?  Have we considered those 
with special educational needs? 

• Students will receive clear instruction on 
what is required- they will be given a plan 
of proposed assessment tasks and will be 
given exemplars of essays. 

• Students have assumed knowledge 
adequate knowledge of skills required for 
the unit due to their development work on 
the Interim Objectives developed in Year 1 
of the MYP program.   

• Students will acquire most of their 
knowledge through reading and discussion 
of the texts Treasure Island. 

• Practice for the assessment components 
will occur under supervision in classes. 

 

Formative assessment for the unit involves the drafting of 
work with verbal and written feedback for improvement.   
Teaching methodologies include ‘lecture’ style, shared 
and guided reading, the encouragement of discussion, 
demonstrations and modelling of writing, group work and 
exam style practices.  Students will also undertake a 
range of writing and thinking tasks from the reader. 
Differentiation of learning activities may occur mainly 
through giving students choice in some of the formative 
learning activities. 
 

Resources 
What resources are available to us? 
How will our classroom environment, local environment and/or the community be used to facilitate students’ 
experiences during the unit? 

Students will acquire most of their knowledge through reading and discussion of the abridged text Treasure 
Island on which this unit is based. 
Movie version of Treasure Island. 
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MYP Unit Planner – Ongoing Reflections and Evaluation 

 

Students and Teachers 
What did we find compelling?  Was our disciplinary knowledge/skills challenged in any way? 
What inquiries arose during the learning?  What, if any, extension activities arose? 
How did we reflect – both on the unit and on our own learning? 
Were there any attributes of the learner profile that were encouraged through this unit?  Were there any 
opportunities for action? 
Students were particularly interested in the story and seemed to enjoy looking for and interpreting how 
each author developed the plot.  There was some connection made to history and geography with 
considerations of ‘real’ pirates and when and where they lived. 
Some students were challenged by the vocabulary of 19th century English, but we ‘sidetracked’ a little by 
developing glossaries and doing thesaurus/dictionary work to assist.  They also used the material in the text 
to help build their vocab and as a model for good grammar, punctuation and expression practices. 
ATL attributes that were particularly emphasised during the unit were: 
Communication  
Literacy------including reading strategies, using and interpreting a range of content-specific terminology being 
informed------including the use of a variety of media informing others------including presentation skills using a 
variety of media 
and… 
Information literacy 
Accessing information------including researching from a variety of sources using a range of technologies, 
identifying primary and secondary sources selecting and organizing information------ including identifying 
points of view, bias and weaknesses, using primary and secondary sources, making connections between a 
variety of resources referencing------including the use of citing, footnotes and referencing of sources, 
respecting the concept of intellectual property rights 

 

Possible Connections 
How successful was the collaboration with other teachers within my subject group and from other subject 
groups? 
What interdisciplinary understandings were or could be forged through collaboration with other subjects? 
Various interdisciplinary connections could be made especially with the History and Geography staff, 
however my own knowledge and experience in each area was quite sufficient to inform student knowledge 
base. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Were students able to demonstrate their learning? 
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Did the assessment tasks allow students to demonstrate the learning objectives identified for this unit?  Did 
I make sure students were invited to achieve at all levels of the criteria descriptors? 
Are we prepared for the next stage? 
The assessment tasks both formative and summative were quite adequate to allow students to demonstrate 
their learning and achieve at all levels of the descriptors. 
Students were also assessed on the presentation and maintenance of the Coursework books- a collection of 
notes, drafts and various language exercises. 
I am tempted to allow students to do more creative writing and introduce a wider variety of styles like 
Report Writing, Newspaper writing, Journal or Diary writing. 
 

Data Collection 
How did I decide on the data to collect?  Was it useful? 

Data collected to inform assessment and guidance included- 
Personal observations of student contributions to discussion and reading. 
Assessment of grammar, punctuation, vocabulary and expression skills. 
Assessment of the student workbook- a neat and organised collection of notes, drafts and 
class work.  
Close monitoring of essay and creative writing tasks, including short answer tasks. 
Formative (drafts etc) and Summative pieces were collected, with the latter forming the 
basis of the semester’s assessment judgements. 
 
 


